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MISSION STATEMENT

Build financial relief for missionaries-in-training and missionaries in the field.
Grow a prayer lifeline to nurture their spiritual, physical and economic needs.

ON WINGS, ON A MISSION

Covenant O. — 2014-2015 Harvesters Scholarship Award Recipient

From a very early age, as early as six years old, |
have been emphatically enamored by aircraft. At
first in my infant mind, | identified them as “noisy birds
that fly very fast”, but as the years progressed | have
come to classify them as, “the fastest, safest and by
far the coolest mode of transportation in the world™.
The reason behind this early fascination in airplanes
is still a mystery to me, but whatever the reason was,
that little spark of interest has burst into flames within
me to give birth to my growing desire to become a
pilot.

Along with this desire to be a pilot simply out of a
love for the beauty of flight, another desire that has
gradually taken precedence in my heart is my desire
to obey the call to “go into the world and preach the
gospel to all nations”. Here is the story of how | was
called to God's work. Growing up as a missionary kid
| was brought up by godly parents, and one of the
many great virtues they taught me was to trust in the
Lord for everything. In the early stages of our journey
fogether in the mission field, | was quite discontent
with the fact that my parents often seemed to be
struggling financially. I can remember going up to
my dad to ask for an item or to participate in an
activity that cost money, only to get the reply, “we
are currently waiting on the Lord for provision” or
something like that. This didn't sit well with my yet
immature mind as | expected that despite the fact
that my parents were missionaries, they should always
have money to “provide for the family” (more like
fo spend freely) just like my other friends. As a result
of this flawed perspective, coupled with financially
tfough fimes (which really weren't as common as |
thought now that I look]), | began to resent the idea of
becoming a missionary when | grew up. At that point
in time, | didn't want “to be like my dad”.

Thankfully and all praise be to God, my heart
tfowards mission began to change. This fransformation
began to happen when | started to witness the
miraculous ways the Lord provided for my family and
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me. Time and time again | would hear of instances
when a member of the church would feel led to bless
us financially. No matter how little the contribution,
these acts of kindness, in obedience to God, began
to soften my heart. Over time God opened my eyes
to see thatindeed, “in all things He [God] works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called
according to His purpose” Romans 8:28. The second
part of that verse especially stuck out to me, “called
according to His purpose”. Through my parents, He
taught me that wherever | find myself in life, if | am
walking in obedience to Him, He has promised to go
with me, and when He goes with me, | can be sure
that all my needs will be met. Al my needs | learnt, not
all my wants, because | think that for a long time | was
expecting God to give me my wants too, forgetting
the fact that all my needs were actually been met in
His time. Now | understand as the Psalmist says that if
| delight myself in God, meditating on His word and
dwelling in His presence, He will grant me the desires
as my heart is transformed to want what He wants
(Psalm 37:4). As fime went by | began to trust more
in God and His sovereignty and this led to the next
stage in my growth.

As | grew info a teenager, God began to shape my
heart even more fo make me info a vessel He would
use for His glory. Through various sermons, testimonies
and songs, the Holy Spirit began to reveal to me in
bits and pieces what Jesus meant when He said the
words recorded in Matthew 28:19. For a long time |
had heard and read that sentence as a suggestion
or a plea that the Lord made to His disciples. It wasn’t
until | began to see the verse as command and not
a suggestion that | became really convicted of the
misguided way in which | had been speculating my
future and viewing mission work. The call to be a
missionary (a witness for Christ who is commissioned to
the goal of sharing the gospel and making disciples)
is a command to all followers of Jesus! This took
me aback and from that day forward (whichever
day it was that the Holy Spirit revealed this to me) |
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rededicated my life fo answering Jesus’ command.
So as far as | was concerned, instead of the simple
desire to be a pilot and fly big jets and make money,
I was now determined to share the gospel and make
disciples wherever | found myself, even if it meant not
being a pilof. However, because | am certain that my
desire to fly is God given, | think God is planning to use
this desire to equip me for His Kingdom work.

Over the past 3 years, there have been many
events that have helped solidify my desire to serve
the Lord as missionary pilot. One of such experiences
was Urbana 2012. The purpose of Urbana is to inspire
young adults, specifically college students and high
school seniors, to give their lives completely to God's
work. Praise be to God, | can testify and say that
Urbana did exactly that for me. It was at Urbana
that | got a clearer picture of the vastness of God'’s
work of redemption in our broken world, and realized
what a privilege it is that I, who is by nature a selfish
and prideful sinner, has been graciously redeemed,
and chosen to be part of such an amazing work of
reconciliation. | was alerted to the urgency of this
mission and the need for me to pick up my cross daily
and follow Christ, even if it cost me my life!l (Luke 10:2,
Luke 9:23-24) And finally at Urbana | made a public
and written commitment to long term missions of
some kind. (I still have the paper in my wallet right
now). All glory be to God! It is only by His grace that |
was able to reach that position.

Anothermilestone that grew my passion for missions
was my admission into LeTourneau University. | never
thought | would ever have the opportunity to go to
flight school because of the extremely high cost, and |
had already begun to seriously consider aeronautical
engineering. But thanks be to God, He had other
plans and | discovered LeTourneau University and was
accepted. This opportunity to pursue my childhood

FINANCIAL REPORT

Donation $61,105
Expenses
Scholarship distribution $44,000
Field workers award $8,000
Outreach expenses $10,546
Office expense $351
Total expenses $62,897
Decficit ($1,792)
Assets
Cash $126,736
Mutual Fund $736,949
Total Assets
as of June 30, 2015

$863,685

dream was part of the confirmation of my calling
fo serve God through mission aviation, which simply
put, combines God’s mission (now our mission) and
aviation! A match made in heaven in my opinion.

In conclusion, over the past 18 years of my life |
have experienced God masterfully and beautifully
shape my heart info one that willingly lays down
everything for the advancement of His kingdom. | will
humbly admit to the fact that although that desire is
present and is growing stronger in my heart, like Jesus
said “the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” (Matt
26:41). My only hope in this battle against my flesh is
to fix my eyes on Him and like my parents repeatedly
taught, to trust Him with all my heart (Proverbs 3:5).
God started His work in my heart and He will certainly
finishit.|don’t currently have specific a country in mind
but being an MK in the Arab world (or “AW") | have
been exposed to various international cultures and |
know my heart is for the whole world. My experience
with the French and Arabic languages and the Arab
culture points to the possibility of me serving in similar
settings. However like | mentioned earlier, it doesn’t
matter to me where He sends me because | know He
will go before me. Like Chris Tomlin rightly writes, “The
God of angel armies is always by my side...whom
shall | fear”!

How to contact us
Email

edithlo@harvestersScholarship.com
Mailing address

17836 E. Benbow St. Covina, CA 91722
Web Site

www.HarvesterSScholarship.com

Board of Directors

Edith Tang, President & Co-founder
Rev. John Shiau, Vice President
Gilbert Chen, Treasurer & Co-founder

For we are to God the pleasing aroma of
Christ among those who are being saved
those who are perishing. To the one we are
an aroma that brings death; to the other,
an aroma that brings life. And who is
equal to such a task? Unlike so many, we
do not peddle the word of God for profit.
On the contrary, in Christ we speak before
God with sincerity, as those sent from God.

— IT Corinthians 2:15-17
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