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MISSION STATEMENT

Build financial relief for missionaries-in-training and missionaries in the field.
Grow a prayer lifeline to nurture their spiritual, physical and economic needs.

THE USEFULNESS OF PATCHED POTS

by Dan and Beth

“I am confident of this: that the one who began a good work among you, will bring it to completion by the day of

Jesus Christ” (Phil 1.6). Preparation, development, maturity, and “completion” are complex tasks in the person-
hood of any individual or community. As we would say in North Africa, “thanks be to God” for his deliberate and
dedicated Hands which shape our lives everyday.

Our journey with God began very early
—as early as ten years of age when my
wife and | both dedicated our lives to

Him verbally before our community and
representationally through baptism.
Secondary school, activities in the church
community, and regular development as a
feenager grew us slowly in the Lord. Beth
devoted herself to ministry in a community
in England where she was raised. Prayer,
counseling others, and growing with Christ
marked her high school years. For service
and cultural experience, her first trip to
Africa, specifically Kenya, came at age
sixteen. This experience was as pivotal

for her as a week in the inner-city St. Louis
for Dan around the same time. In both of
our lives, before venturing to college, we
independently committed to sacrifice our
lives for God in pursuit of ministry overseas—
maybe Africa, Eastern Europe, continental
Europe, or China.

We first met in the breakfast line at our
university cafeteria, the first day of classes
our freshman year. Our dual commitment
to missions, and particularly that in Africa,
revealed itself in conversation, and we
became friends. Our friendship allowed us
fo process our lessons with God fogether:
the need for God's message of Jesus to
be communicated across the oceans, the
difficulties of various points of theology,
the mysteries of God and His methods, the
sacrifice of our lives for Christ. Jesus Christ
became real to us in our university years.

Wedding bells rang on August 9, 2002

and we were off to Africa for six months of
church-related research in January 2003.

It was as if God plunged both His Hands
info our lives. Our infroduction to conflict
against “rulers, authorities, powers, and
forces” (Eph 6.12) commenced. Moreover,
we quickly realized the importance of
reflection and study for engagement

with the world on any level. In thirfeen
different African countries, God taught

us through missionaries, pastors, elders,
and other church leaders of the variety

of things he was doing on the continent

fo reach, heal, and transform people and
their communities. This comprehensive
understanding of God'’s work from war-torn
Guinea-Bissau on the West African coast to
coastal Tanzanian Muslims was impressive...
and difficult to place mentally. From our
encounter with Islam in sub-Saharan West
Africa, we realized the need to live and
minister among Muslims was too great

to turn from. In fact, we considered our
furning from Muslims to be neglecting the
wholehearted sacrifice to Christ we had

made fo Jesus as young Christians. And yef,

no part of our emotions desired to engage
Muslims in any way.

Upon return to the United States in the
late summer of 2003, we moved to a
prominent seminary on the west coast

fo continue studies in theology, culture,
missions—and now—Islam. Again, God’s
hand was evident in shaping our lives
over three years of infense, full-time study.
We interacted with American immigrant
Muslims; received formal education in
Islam, Arabic, Christian-Muslim historical
relations, and Christian witness; heard story
after story about God's movement across
the Muslim world; welcomed mentoring
from followers of Christ who were formerly
followers of Islam; studied the changing
world contexts and how this was altering
the methods of mission; and made several
frips to North Africa — a region God was
developing in our hearts. Several years
after returning from our 2003 trip to Africa,
we realized that not only did we know the
need for Muslims to hear of Christ, we felt
the need for Christ-followers to live among
Muslims. God had connected our minds
and hearts together. Thus, our love for

Muslims—their culture, religious devotion,
family orientation, hospitality, genuiness,
and zeal for life—increased immeasurably.
Furthermore, an important conversation in
the summer of 2004 brought about one of
the North African countries as a possible
place to live our lives in God'’s service. Little
did we know that the following two years
would witness tears, prayers, conversations,
uncanny occurrences, and confirmations
that would eventually lead us in 2006 to
verbally commit fo entering this country by,
through, and in Jesus’ name. In this sense,
God added another major mark to our clay
pofts, or maybe he finally gave shape to the
spout by which our lives were ready to be
poured out “like a drink offering” (2 Tim 4.6).

Our maturity in the Spirit fook off after
announcing our desire to enter North Africal
In further preparation, God poured a
fullness of his Spirit into our lives in November
2006 that we had previously not known.
Unknown Christians came fo us announcing
our “calling” before God, and blessing us
with the strength to follow through. Joseph,
a Pilipino-Hawaiian Christian, validated
spiritual gifts in us: healing, exorcism,
dreams and visions to come. Noft only

had American Christians told us the same,
but soon we began to see God actually
fransforming and healing people through
our giftsl Over the last months, God has
again blessed us with other gifts of His Spirit.
At times, we feel we are reading our own
biographies when looking at 1 Corinthians,
Romans, and other biblical books where
the author is fraining the Christians in how
fo bring edification and service through the
use of the Spirit's power.

In the last six months, our preparation

has also included the building of
relationships and business networks. God
has encouraged us greatly by giving us
relationships with elder mentors, supporting
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Christian communities, and ministry partnerships to advise and
counsel our next steps in relocating to North Africa. It is fo this
stage that we are currently in process. As God is leading, we plan
to relocate in August 2007 and begin work by September both
within the Muslim community and among local Christians.

Allow us to put forward several pitfalls and triumphs that we have
experienced in this preparation process. Rejoice with us, for it
seems that even in our failures, God is working grace and peace
(2 Cor 12.9-10).

Pitfalls

1. To frust in our own abilities to do God's work: There can be
nothing far from the fruth than thinking that our own intuition
and capabilities are superior to that of God's. What a painful
process it has been fo see that we have often disregarded
our Leader. Ultimately, God's mission flows from the
believer's heart and discipleship rather than methods and
strafegies.

2. To discover God's world without inquiring of the Creator: The
breakthrough in preparation came when we altered our
mindset, which focused on “location, location, location!” If
this is God’s created world, should we not inquire where He
is working, and how we can be apart of His procedure? Our
studies and mentoring nofify us of God’s dealings with the
world, and this has made all the difference to our rationale
for knowing where we are needed the most.

3. To step without knowing my enemy: Although the Bible may
not explain exactly who our enemy is, it certainly details the
conflicts and fells us how fo manage them. We still do not
intellectually understand the problems of evil, but we know
that we must work to overcome them.

4. To think that our words are enough: For too long, we focused
on appropriate presentation of the gospel in word, thus
divorcing the message from the messenger. The life of Jesus
described in four gospel stories demonstrate that the very life
of the witness is as important as his/her teaching.

5. To “submit” but not commit: There were plenty of fimes
where we decided to tie our hands to the cross without
actually nailing them. How foolish to commit halfway and
think that our effectiveness as followers of Christ would
come from our attempft to sacrifice instead of our actual
sacrifice!l Loving my master requires obedience, submission,
helplessness of heart and mind, dedication to follow no
matter the embarrassment, and allegiance to all that is
required from His Hand of life.

Triumphs

1. To learn the art of following the Spirit’'s empowerment: Spirit-
giving preparation is preparation indeed for cross-cultural
ministry! If we represent Christ's ambassadors in the world,
we must stride forward with the resources of the Holy Spirit.
Closer understanding and continued experience with these
resources has not only grown our spiritual root deeper into
the Vine, but has also given us the power and confidence to
prepare for a difficult context of ministry.

2. Tolearn from failures: We have tasted many defeats in areas
of discipline, witness, and spirituality over the last several
years. God does change this bitterness to sweetness, and
we have noticed that trust in Jesus is deepened in these
moments of utter failure.

3. Knowing our place in God's kihngdom: Joy has come fo us as
we achieve small steps toward overcoming our American
friumphalistic fendencies and knowing that it is enough to
be small, “insignificant” servants in the kingdom. Success
is found in solely remaining in the vine (John 15); otherwise,
there is no hope for any of us. In the end, our frue “calling” is
fo remain in the vine, and listen...

4. Committing our ways tfo God (Ps 37:5): This scripture imprinted
on our wedding rings remains frue and life-giving to this
day. In following this principle, God creates humility and
dependency on Him. We have learned that humility is not an
attribute to acquire, but a life to live.

5. "Offering our lives for North Africans through Christ”: As our
statement of faith on route to Africa, this contains the truth
of living in Christ’s shadow. Christ is the lens whereby our

lives make sense from this point onwards. One will not fully
be able to understand our life’s purpose without seeing
Jesus hanging on the cross in shame and suffering. We
are learning that suffering in life, by faith, through Jesus, is
bringing the kingdom in its fullness.

Our passage through life with God confinues. Our current
reflections leave little room to discredit God’s involvement, and
ultimately, the preparation He has brought for the upcoming
stages of ministry. And yet, we are not complete, as Paul speaks.
We will be brought to completion “by the day of Jesus Christ.”
And we are confident of this.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Expenses
Scholarship distribution $27,000
Field workers award $13,000
Office expense $409
Total expenses $40,409
Assets
Cash $68,332
Stock $98,979
Mutual Fund $394,500
Total funding
as of April 30, 2007 $561,811

How to contact us
Email
HarvestersScholarship@hotmail.com
Mailing address
17836 E. Benbow St. Covina, CA 91722
Web Site
www.HarvestersScholarship.com

Board of Directors

Edith Tang, President & Co-founder
Rev. John Shiau, Vice President
Gilbert Chen, Treasurer & Co-founder

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also sup-
ply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
enerous on every occasion and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.” II Corinthians 9:10-11
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