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MISSION STATEMENT
Build financial relief for missionaries-in-training and missionaries in the field.
Grow a prayer lifeline to nurture their spiritual, physical and economic needs.

A TSUNAMI FROM WITHIN

Written by a Harvesters’ Scholarship Award Recipient of 2008, 2009

Answering to His call:

My name is R. | was born in Bangkok in 1972. During
the college years, | came to know Christ through a staff
of Campus Crusade for Christ in 1991. | was equipped
fo become an infernship group leader through Sunday
school, a mentor and a cell group. At Immanuel Bapfist
Church in Bangkok, | learned to have close fellowship
with God.

After the fsunami hit Southern Thailand in 2004, |
had compassion for the affected people. | served with
Pastor Achara Achararattanasopon, who came from
Thai Community Mahapawn New York Church, to help
the tfsunami victims. As a volunteer architect, | repaired
houses that were damaged by the tsunami, designed
and supervised the construction of the sanctuary and
the nursery building of Pak Ping Church. | learned to
depend on God's sufficient grace through sharing the
good news and hope with the affected people. During
two years of working in Southern Thailand, so | started
studying at ATS in the Spring Semester in 2008.

God uses crisis to redeem and transform broken
lives. My passion is for the ministry of counseling and
equipping young people to be Christ's workers and
fry to bring people to the relationship with God and
live out their faith. My vision is about encouraging
God'’s people to apply His words so that they will grow
in Christ and be able to cope with their problem and
serve the community in order to spread the gospel and
plant churches in Southern Thailand, which is mostly
unevangelized.

God is with me:

Answering God's call is a life long process; walking
step-by-step in that calling is molding my life for a
specific purpose. | never thought of the specific call
since | grew up in non-Christian family. To be a real
Christian, succeeding in my career, and loving God
that was enough. | never knew his whole plan. God
never told me a sequence. What | knew was that once
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| took the first step, God took care of me providing the
next step | could take by faith and love. Listening to
his calling requires acceptance of the past, limitation
of the present, and honoring previous decisions and
commitments. | believe that the past influences my
present as God weaves people and evenfs info my
life.

My first call, in 2005, called me to surrender to God's
sovereignty. In the middle of some personal hard fimes,
God called me out of my comfort zone to see the
dramatic needs of others, helping tsunami victims. To
be honest, | did not actually do it out of the goodness
of my own heart. | was encouraged by the pastor to
step out for two weeks to go and see how those victims
survived after disaster struck their whole lives. With my
own problems and a challenge of starting over, | went
down south to volunteer with a conviction, “Lord, | will
do whatever the leaders you appoint tell me to do.” |
began with driving a truck to survey damages and 1o
provide construction materials for rebuilding survivors'
houses. | was to listen to their loss and mourn with them
while | helped to fix their houses.

From suffering with others, | learned of the
compassion of God and the humility and obedience of
Christ. Looking at building fragments along the beach,
| realized that a house humanly built was not lasting,
like my life built my own way. God molded me as | lived
in a movement of reviving community and healing
individual lives. Amazingly, in helping others, my heart
was being renewed too. One image that | will never
forget is the coconut trees still standing surrounded
by tsunami devastation. Many people were saved
by climbing fo the top of them when the huge waves
came. It was about embracing humility, surrender to
Christ's enthronement in my life, and not to break but
to bend and accept God's sovereignty. To follow the
call, I first let God take confrol of my life, walking me to
the needy people.

My second call, in 2007, called me to ‘GQO’. For over
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ayearwhile Iwas serving there | had prayed about going to
seminary. God assured me of his calling by revealing a sign,
affirming through mentors and pastors, and opening a door
fo go overseas. Needing to learn in a multi-cultural context
fo broaden my horizons, | came to NY studying af ATS.
Gratefully, with C&MA ministry grant and HSF scholarship for
the second year, | was able to afford to study until this third
year. Through your prayers and financial support, God’s
grace is always sufficient for me especially in the needs of
following his call. | have learned to take the next step even
though | do not feel ready or lack sufficient resources. Also,
the example and encouragement from mentors about
God'’s faithfulness and steadfast love motivate me in every
step | took.

I immensely enjoyed my experience working with the
affected people, foreign volunteers, staffs and especially
networking with abouttwenty churches, NGOsand Christian
organizations. With pastors and missionaries modeling
for me, | mentored young workers and encouraged new
believers. Two years of volunteer tsunami relief, doing
church and nursery building in the real field were very
unique and challenging and prepared me to understand
tensions between church and mission, urban and rural
ministries. During my study at ATS, | used the context of
fsunami churches and observation of Thais in different
contexts fo analyze and to consider how to contextualize
a ministry fo Thais' needs of God'’s grace.

| see the Thai Church as a social and cultural insfitution
involved in community service. As Christ's workers emerge,
they will inevitably seek skills of understanding people and
their socio-cultural context, appreciate the efficacy of
helping people, and build community in order to reach out
as well as to live out Christ's characters fo communicate
the gospel. Therefore, my focus of his call is now to equip
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Total expenses $39,753
Assets

Cash $69,488
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young workers to live out their faith and to be ready to do
His will and pass on to the next generation (Eph. 4:12).

lam presently discerning a third callto “do” work with Thai
people. This semester | had an opportunity to join a group
of mission students and professors to study ethnography of
Thais. | saw an open window to reach out to my people --
people whose hearts may be more easily opened to God's
grace when they are aliens in NYC rather than being at
home in Thailand. God re-called me to do what he started
weaving when in 2001 | came to New York and met Thai
Community Church.

Further, | believe that working with Thai people in NYC
will be a good transition for me before returning to Thailand.
With a big shift in applying western thinking into Thai culture,
| am gradually drawing on by contextualizing relationship
to Thais at here first. Moreover, | am so thankful for being
mentored by a professor of theology and anthropology,
a missionary with a gracious heart who has lived and
ministered in Thailand and Laos for decades. | am also
grafeful to another mentor who guides and supports me
in my learning.

Regarding my internship that starts this summer, | will
focus on three main areas of practice and learning: 1)
mentoring women in Thai Church, 2) building a leadership
team to equip a group of Thai believers to reach out, and
3) observing small group counseling ministries in other
churches. | am excited to see how God wiill work.

It is a great joy to answer his call and a privilege to be
a part of our Master’s Plan. Our God is a great Master
who provides all good things for me to answer his calls. He
never owes me. | saw him reimburse all my fsunami project
expenses through incredible ways. “Go” and "do” -God is
always with us.

How to contact us
Email

HarvestersScholarship@hotmail.com
Mailing address

17836 E. Benbow St. Covina, CA 91722
Web Site

www.HarvestersScholarship.com

Board of Directors

Edith Tang, President & Co-founder
Rev. John Shiau, Vice President
Gilbert Chen, Treasurer & Co-founder

“I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow,
so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.”——Isaiah 61:10-11
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