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MISSION STATEMENT
Build financial relief for missionaries-in-training and missionaries in the field.
Grow a prayer lifeline to nurture their spiritual, physical and economic needs.

The Sovereignty of God in My Life

Written by Rev. Daniel B., a Harvesters’ Scholarship Award Recipient of 2009, 2010

No Christian will formally deny the sovereignty of God. To
say that God is sovereign is to affirm that God is one and that
God is God. This suggests that the sovereignty of God rests
in his self-existence and everything else exists of his will and
power.

The Bible teaches about God that he is absolute in authority
and purpose. This has caused me to believe that the will of
God is the supreme and first cause of all things, because
nothing happens but only by his command or permission.
“He does as he pleases with the power of heaven and the
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say
fo him: what have you done?"” (Daniel 4:35). The sovereignty
of God in providence of my life embraces all events, past,
present, and future that applies to the human measurements
of good and bad moments in life.

Thus, when | became a Christian, | believed that God is
in charge and have pre-planned of my life events in eternity
as:

“... before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before
you were born | set you apart; | appointed you as a... fo the
nations. “Ah, sovereign Lord,” | said, “I do not know how fo
speak; I m only a child.” But the Lord said fo me, “Do nof say,
‘lam only a child,” you must go to everyone | send you to and
say whatever | command you. Do not be afraid of them, for |
am with you and will rescue you" (Jeremiah 1:4-8)

Therefore, | have a reason to declare like Paul, “Woe unto
me if | do notf preach the gospel!”

| live in a close-knitted polygamous poor family. Living
with a pair of old and non believing parents, for many years,
I have constantly feared that | will not make it like those inrich
families. | toiled with the hope of establishing a stable life. The
dread of losing the warmth and support of my parents added
to my emotional furmoil. As a feenager, this burden led me
to seek divine help. | began to notice God'’s plan unveiling
daily in my life.

When God says; “l will keep thee,” | am protected. God
also spoke fo me through John 14:18, regardless of my age,
| am always a child of God. Having faced my parents’ and
adopfed parents’ death, no longer do | feel hopeless of the
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future for | found peace. | have learnt to place my future in
God's hands.

During my school years, my mother stood behind my
studies and helped me obey God's will. Since, | never depart
the legacy of her love, labor and faith in God's providence.
It becomes a source of encouragement. On the contrary,
memories of past failures cause me to lose heart, and prevent
me from reaching my objectives. Paul reminds me to leave
the past behind and look forward to what lays ahead in
order to attain the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus. (Phil 3:14). And surely life in Christ releases me from the
captivity of the past.

Extreme poverty and hardship are physical temptation
that I face daily, not having a common shoe to put on, a shirt
to change a dirty one or without a daily bread. Spiritually,
every day | must choose between walking Christ's path or
others. It is not an easy decision in a country where freedom
of religion does not exist. In the darkness, | see Christ’s victory
over all his enemies. This hope encourages me to endure
challenges to the end, so that | can share the final victory of
our Lord.

Like Jeremiah and Amos with humble backgrounds, God
handpicked me, one without wisdom by human standards,
without influence and without noble birth. God chose the
foolish like me to shame the wise; so that | may not boast,
in order that | should realize God's sovereignty and love for
me as roofed in a surpassing depth of knowledge about me
before | was born.

When | became a preacher, | sought the effect of
Christians obeying the Bible's commands. We can please
God when we invest love and diligence in our tasks. When
God’s teaching is embedded in our lives, we allow God's
grace to be revealed in and through us, and this will grow joy,
hope, and encouragement in our communities. Therefore, |
lovingly challenge you fo ask yourself: where can | do more
than is expected of me, as an act of love¢ If my heart’s
desire is not fo store up earthly possessions but to store up
heavenly freasure of knowing and loving God, where can |
invest my earthly freasure fo bring about the good news of
salvation fo the unheard?
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The Journey of my Ministry Home and School

In 1992 my wife and | went fo Bible College where we
obtained Diploma in Biblical studies (1992-1996). Subsequently |
obtained my Diploma in Theology (1997-2000) and Bachelor of
Art in Theology (2002-2004). All these happened because of my
mother who farmed tirelessly to pay for my education. To God be
the glory, this great woman among women slept in the Lord in
2003, without the dream that one day | will come to the States.

Summary of my ministries is listed below:

Period Serving

1996 - 2004 Call of Hope - counselor/teacher for new Muslims converts
2004 - 2006 Bible Training Institute Teacher of Muslims converts

2006 Church planting among the Kanuri people of Bomno State

with .001% Christian. Led 21-25 members in bible study and
worship

For the last 15 years of ministry among predominately Islamic
peoples where there are only .001 % Christian, God's sovereignty is
the virtue of my ministry. In my weaknesses and strengths, | can only
frust that God's infimate knowledge of my person is inseparable
from God's enduring love. Therefore, | am challenged fo stand
tall as a workman that do not need to be ashamed, because
when | am a child | talk like a child, I reason like a child. It's God’s
sovereign plan to light this little light of mine in one of the darkest
region of the world.

| have faced a lot of ministry challenges and have lost family
members in crises but God'’s love for me and his divine plans
remain the same. | shall not depart from his divine plan as “Woe
unto me if | do not preach the gospel!”

How is the schooling in the US preparing me for further ministry?

My journey in the States has broadened my spiritual horizon in
dealing with arich, diverse and colorful world. Today's Church is
being affected by issues of culture, secularism, and socio-political
problems. Intellectual people of various disciplines are waiting for
sound biblical preaching and teachings. My training is of great
value for the growth of the Church in my country.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Donation $53.,464
Expenses
Scholarship distribution $46,115
Field workers award $3,000
Office expense $245
Total expenses $49,360
Excess $4,104
Assets
Cash $47.358
Stock $0
Mutual Fund $437.206
Total funding
as of May 31, 2011 $484,564

| will be a trainer to promote Christian values. The missionaries
who brought us the gospel laid the foundation, and the continuity
now rest in our hands, so | hope to be one of the redeemers of my
generation where the moral decadence is on the rise.

My training will also help in correcting Christians, especially
among youth who do not value their time with God. One of the
great needs today is to equip with the ability to defend the faith
and refute those who oppose it either publicly by debate or in
print. Colossians 2:8; “See to it that no one takes you captive
through shallow and deceptive philosophy, which depend on
human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather then
on Christ".

| am thankful for the dedication of the teachers. There |
receive the education that sharpens the vision of my ministry. |
have a burden to serve in a complex religious society where the
Islamic threat is on the increase.

How is my relationship with the Lord impacted through this
process?

| depend on God by taking a risk of trusting God, since | do
not know anyone in the States. Each day | fix my hope in God fo
enable me to pursue my study when financial resources and life
seems difficult. God'’s provision always invokes a sense of gratitude
and responsibility. | am therefore grateful for the opportunity
to study, and | am also aware of the expectation to serve the
Church in my home country.

Besides, | am leaming to establish the habit of listening fo
God's voice in my daily routine. Daniel had learned this secret:
the habit of daily surrendering of everything to God in prayers.
This practice offers me help in all of my life challenges.

Calling for all Readers

I am thankful o those who have given to Harvesters Scholarship
Foundation. Thank you so much for being part of my tfraining.
Proverbs 19:17 says; “He who is kind fo poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward him for what he has done”. May this be your
portion as you hearken to his voice”

How to contact us
Email

HarvestersScholarship@hotmail.com
Mailing address

17836 E. Benbow St. Covina, CA 91722
Web Site

www.HarvestersScholarship.com

Board of Directors

Edith Tang, President & Co-founder
Rev. John Shiau, Vice President
Gilbert Chen, Treasurer & Co-founder

“I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all the LORD
has done for us—yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and many

kindnesses.”. Isaiah 63:7
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