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MISSION STATEMENT
Build financial relief for missionaries-in-training and missionaries in the field.
Grow a prayer lifeline to nurture their spiritual, physical and economic needs.

A Seminary Student’s Background
Written by a Harvesters’ Recipient of 2006,
2007, 2008

| was born in Maryland to strong Christian parents, but
| do not really consider it “home”. When | was three, we
moved overseas, where my parents served in Africa and
Southeast Asia for the next 14 years. | came fo know Christ
as my personal Savior at the age of 5, in my living room.

At a young age, the Lord began working in my heart,
cultivating a love for unreached peoples and a passion for
His glory. Growing up, when asked “what | wanted to be
when | grow up” the natural answer, of course, was to be
a missionary. It was what people wanted fo hear because
it was “cute,” so | gave it to them. However, as | got older,
that answer started to really become something that | was
fruly passionate about. Since moving back to the States,
the Lord has used a number of short term frips overseas to
confirm His calling to the mission field for me. At times, it is
very difficult for me to not just leave everything here and
go back. However, | realize that | must wait on the Lord’s
timing, and that right now, | am right where He wants me to
be.

While in college at Palm Beach Atlantic University, | was
involved in the Campus Ministries Mission’s Department as
a member of the Mission’s planning tfeam. This involved
planning and putting together mission trips for the students
at the University. For the last 6 years | have been working
at Pioneers, a missions agency focusing on church planting
among the unreached peoples around the world. | started
working there during my senior year of high school, and
continued working there — seasonally at times, and on a full
time basis at other times. Currently | have been working
there since August of 2005 full time. | am also involved at
my church where | lead worship for the high school youth
group on Wednesday nights, as well as play on the worship
team on Sunday mornings for the main service.

As far as missions is concerned, my passion is to
eventually go overseas long term. | am open to wherever
the Lord leads me, but feel a strong pull towards Asia,
where | grew up. | think that perhaps the Lord has put the
experiences, knowledge or the language, and knowledge
of the culture into my life for a reason, possibly leading me
back there. | feel Led to go an area that is very spiritually
dark and unreached where there are either no missionaries
yet, or where there has been very little missions work done.
I have a passion to work towards planting indigenous
churches overseas. This is a passion that | have had
nearly my whole life and what excites me the most. It was
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sparked in me by the Holy Spirit's work in my life, and | was
also inspired by people God such as my parents and my
grandparent (who founded the mission that we are a part
of — Pioneers).

Three years later, the molding of this
seminary student....

Ministry as a Lifestyle

When | was first considering what fo share with regards to
my life as a “missionary-in-tfraining,” | had a difficult fime
coming up with anything which seemed to be significant
enough to write about. After all, | am not leading any

sort of world-changing ministry or solving the problems of
poverty around the globe while enrolled here in seminary.
Rather, | am fully engaged in classes, church activities, and
work. | think | came into seminary with certain expectations
—that I would be involved in a thriving ministry, that
everyone | encountered would be as excited about missions
as I was, that every class that | fook would have obvious
relevance to future ministry on the mission field, and the list
goes on. Once | entered seminary, however, | found that
the redlities of life were somewhat different than my set of
expectation.

The main thing that | realized was that fulltime
involvement in a formal ministry setting while also enrolled
fulltime in seminary classes was not necessarily a realistic
expectation. Initially | felt a sense of guilt that | was
unable to fully commit myself fo a ministry in my church or
community. The Lord gradually began to help me realize
that I had a flawed view of what “ministry” was. | had
been operating with a mindset in which ministry was closely
linked to a job description. As a missionary-in-training | felt
as if  ought fo have some sort of officially-recognized role
in a church or other ministry in order to make a difference
in people’s lives. What | have been realizing, however, is
that ministry can occur anywhere and af anyfime. When
| cross paths with a fellow believer who is in need of
encouragement or advice, this presents an opportunity for
ministry. When | am studying theology in a local Starbucks
and someone comes up to me and asks me what book
| am reading, this too provides me with an open door for
ministry. Ministry is not something which ends when | punch
the clock at the end of the day. Rather, ministry can take
place in every situation in which | find myself on a daily
basis. Every person with whom | come in contact and
every task with which | am entrusted allows me the chance
fo serve our Lord and others in what we call "ministry.” It
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seems only fitting that this is part of what my life as a missionary-
in-training currently consists of, for will this not be in large part
what my ministry overseas will look like?2 It will not always (and in
fact may never) involve an officially-recognized position, but will
instead consist of my faithfulness in being salt and light in each
and every situation!

As a practical example of what this may look like in my life
currently, a few weeks ago | was having a conversation with a
Christian friend who was interested in the mission field but felt
that he needed to discuss this option with someone who had
previous experience in this field, as he himself had just recently
been exposed toit. | gladly suggested that although we both
were quite busy, we should find some fime fo have coffee later
in the week. We did this and | was able to take this opportunity
to encourage him in this area, as well as recommend to him
some professors and missionaries to get in contact with who
would be able to answer some of his questions more specifically.
In another situation | was given the privilege of representing
the mission organization with which | am affiliated at a local
church mission conference. During this time | was able to meet
and pray with numerous individuals and couples who were
seeking to serve the Lord overseas. In ministry opportunities to
unbelievers, | play soccer weekly in a local park with individuals
of greaftly varying backgrounds. Afterwards a few of us will often
sit in the grass and talk about careers, family, beliefs, and life in
general, thereby allowing an open door from time to time for
me to share my personal beliefs.

What | have come to be aware of in my life as a missionary-
in-fraining here in seminary is that | need to release grandeur
notions of involvement in a high-profile ministry position. If the
Lord were to provide one, then | may consider the possibility,
but the important thing to remember is that the absence of a
job title in no way relieves me of the responsibility fo be faithful
in the encounters and opportunities which | do have. Ministry is
a fulltime lifestyle rather than a nine-to-five occupation, and as
| continue to receive tfraining for future ministry overseas, | must
continue seeking to serve and o be faithful in every situation, for
we are not called to seek lofty positions, but to be faithful to Him
who has called us, even in the “small things”.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Expenses

Scholarship distribution $45,000
Field workers award $5,000
Office expense $313
Total expenses $50,313
Assets

Cash $54,933
Stock $47,813
Mutual Fund $226,040
Total funding

as of April 30, 2009 $328,786

“They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the
places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities
that have been devastated for Qenerations.”  lsaiah 61:4

Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave
five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another
one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his
journey. The man who had received the five talents went at
once and put his money to work and gained five more. So
also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the
man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’'s money. “After a long time the
master of those servants returned and settled accounts with
them. The man who had received the five talents brought the
other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you enfrusted me with five talents.
See, I have gained five more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!’ “The man with the two talents also
came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘'you entrusted me with two talents;
see, | have gained two more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!” “Then the man who had received the
one talent came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘'l knew that you are a hard
man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where
you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and
hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
“His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that
I harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not
scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on
deposit with the bankers, so that when [ returned | would have
received it back with interest.
" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the
fen talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he
will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

Mt. 25:14-30

How to contact us
Email
HarvestersScholarship@hotmail.com
Mailing address
17836 E. Benbow St. Covina, CA 91722
Web Site
www.HarvestersScholarship.com

Board of Directors

Edith Tang, President & Co-founder
Rev. John Shiau, Vice President
Gilbert Chen, Treasurer & Co-founder
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